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BIOGRAPHY OF Kasyapa AND HIS CONTRIBUTION
TO Kaumarabhrtya (PAEDIATRICS)

P.V.V. Prasad®

ABSTRACT

Maharsi KasSyapa, the author of Ka§yapa Samhita was the son of
sage Marica and Kala. Kasyapa was an eminent physician and specialist in
Kaumarabhrtya (children’s diseases) during ancient times. He was
contemporary with Punarvasu. Bower’s manuscript referred to him as skillful
in children’s diseases and many formulae are ascribed to him. Two names
Kasyapa and Kasyapa appear in the history. Hornle thinks these two are
the names of the same rsi there is a confusion over his date. Vrddha Jivaka
was his disciple. Kasyapa Samhita or Vrddha Jivakiya Samhita was composed
in the form of dialogue between Kasyapa as the teacher and Vrddha Jivaka
as his pupil. Vatsya later redacted it during Gupta period. The present editions
of the Kasyapa Samhita are based on the manuscript acquired by Pandit
Hemraj Sharma. First edition was published in 1953. This Samhitd mainly

deals with the children’s diseases.

Kasyapa

There were many Kasyapa mentioned in Sanskrit literature, who were said to
have studied the science of medicine. The Kas$yapa who is referred has three brothers
who were fire worshipers in the Vedic form and had high reputation as hermits and
philosophers. Gautama Buddha converted them at Uruvela. The king Seniya Bimbisara,
who declared himself an adherent of Buddha, followed the example of Uruvela Kasyapa.
Kasyapa-11, a contemporary of Lord Buddha and Jivaka, was a famous physician.
Kasyapa was referred to in the Bower’s manuscript as skillful in children’s diseases and
there are many formulae attributed to him''. As per the Dalhana, the commentator of
Susruta Sambhita (Uttara Sthana-1/5) the other authorities on Kaumarabhrtya (Pediatrics)
is Paravataka and Bhadraka.
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Mahabharata (Agniparva, 42™ chapter) refers to a toxicologist named Kasyapa
as per story on his capabilities as toxicologist narrated in it, involving the king Taksaka.
But according to Sri Ratnakara Sastri, author of Bharat ké Prapacarya this Kasyapa
was different from Vrddha Kasyapa'®. Vrddha Kasyapa of the Kasyapa Sambhita was
sometimes designated as Marica at two places and Prajapati at seven places. He once
referred as Kasiraja at one place. According to O.P. Jaggi, Marica Kasyapa is supposed
to be the author of Kasyapa Samhita. Kasyapa's parents were Marica and Kala. He
married 17 daughters of Daksa and became the progenitor of all the living beings. He
became the head of Kasyapa clan and lived in Kankhal near Haridwar’. Kasyapa and
Vrddha Kasyapa were mentioned in “Kaumaratantra” of Ravapa. The former can be
identified with the expounder of the present treatise.

According to Caraka Sarhhita, Kasyapa was the name of an ancient physician
who was present in the meeting of the sages. He appears to have solved the problem
once arose among the sages in relation to the body part which is formed first in a fetus.
According to his hypothesis, ‘all parts of the fetus are formed simultaneously and the
development of the parts are interdependent’. All the sages were satisfied with his views
and ended the debate.

Astanga Hrdaya Samhita refers to Vrddha Kasyapa or Kasyapa, the old and
there is a formula named Kasyapa Ghrta ascribed to him as a remedy against children’s
diseases caused by teething. Another formula of his is quoted as a remedy against
‘Balagraha’ or ‘demoniacal seizure of children’. Bower’s manuscript also ascribes one
formula to him i.e. to give relief to children suffering from Sikata (gravel), Asmari
(stone or strangury) and morbid secretion of urine. From these facts it comes apparent
that Kasyapa was a specialist in pediatrics. Hoernle thinks Kas$yapa and Kasyapa are
the names of same rsi. But in Caraka Sarhhita both the sages are separately mentioned in
first chapter of Satra Sthana. Kasyapa was the name of an ancient physician. He was
the son of Kasyapa and is the founder of the Gotra (clan), which still bears his name.

According to Trika and Asésa, Kasyapa was the name of sage Kanada, the
founder of atomic theory. He is also quoted in the Nibhanda Sarngraha,
Vyakhyakusumavali, Vyakhyamadhukosa and Bower’s manuscript. According to
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Ratnakara Sasrti, Kasyapa was regarded as first line acaryas or thinkers in the development
of Ayurvéda. He should be considered at par with Dhanvantari or Punarvasu. Period of
Divodasa, Maharsi Kasyapa and Bhagavan Atréya was considered to be same with
minor differences.'

Kasyapa was there during the period when compilation/editing of ragvéda has
taken place. Kasyapa’s father was Marica. Puanrvasu’s father was Atri. These two
seniors were cousins. Hence Kasyapa’s are two 1) Vrddha Kasyapa 2) Marica Kasyapa.
Sage Marica and Marica Kasyapa are the same. Kasyapa and Kasyapa bear literally
same meaning like sage Marica & Marica Kasyapa, which indicate their race. Maharsi
Kasyapa had one son named Vibhandaka and one grand son who was known as
rsyasruiiga as referred in Mahabharata and Uttara Rama Carita, a play by Bhavabhuti.

Mahabharata (Udyogaparvari, 110™ chapter) refers to two wives of Kasyapa,
Aditi, the daughter of Daksaprajapati and Diti. Galav, the son of Visvamitra stated that
ashram of Maharsi Kasyapa and Vrddha Jivaka and also the University were in the
bank of Ganga River in Karkaja or present Haridvara. Vrddha Jivaka, was the son of
sage Rucika of the Bhrgu geniology and a desciple of Kasyapa. He lived along with
Kasyapa in the early part of 6™ century B.C. Kasyapa was referred as astronomer as
quoted by Nrsimha in a catalogue of Sarmskrta manuscripts in the library of Trinity
college, Cambridge by Theodar Aufrecht in the year 1869.12

Date

The story about the origin and transmission of the Kasyapa Sambhita found in
the last chapter of the Kalpa Sthana that, it is the revised edition of older treatise passed
on to Vrddha Jivaka and other fellow pupils among whom Varyovida was mentioned by
name. Its original composition may be placed before Caraka & Susrta Sarhhitas. ‘Kasyapa
rsi Prokta Stri Cikitsasatra’ lost in its Samskrta original, replaces the name Kasyapa by
that of Kasyapa. This treatise is preserved in Chinese translation. According to P.C.
Bagchi, who studied this work affirms that it was translated by Dharmadeva or
Dharmabhadra, who went to China in 973 A.D.
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The confusion of Kasyapa and Kasyapa has a long history as attested by an
anonymous monograph on fevers, the Jvarasamuscaya (924 A.D.). This work contains
a number of verses attributed to Kasvapa. The date of the version of the Kasyapa
Sarhita from which the untraced quotations derive couldn’t be established so far. The
same applies to the treatise before its revision by Vatsya. The work rewritten by Vatsya
may have had Vrddha Jivaka Tantra as its title as borne out by some colophons. Vatsya
introduces himself in the last chapter of the Kalpa Sthana. The date of Vatsya's revised
version of the Kasyapa Sambhita is elucidated by the quotations in the Jvarasamuscaya.
Some of the statements on the qualities of breast milk are attributed to Jivaka by
Vangaséna (Striroga Cikitsa/341-344) and it suggests that this author was acquainted
with the Vrddha Jivakiya Tantra. Satra Sthana (19" Chapter) of Vangaséna’s work
contains some more verses not ascribed to any authority, which are found in the Kasyapa
Samhita.

References made by Vatsya on Jainism, Buddhism and Hinduism of which
Kasyapa Sarhhita gives evidence is in favor of dating it to the Gupta period. Presence of
Tantric elements mention of Bhadrakaii and Lasunakalpa are in support of this.

Khilasthana deals with $ala and Amlapitta. But these descriptions in Kasyapa
Sarmmhita and Madhava Nidana are completely independent and show no influence on
one another. Based on this Kasyapa Sarmhita may be placed earlier than Madhava Nidana
in about 7™ century A.D. But P. V. Tewari assumes that some one made changes in the
original text rather late in 11" 13" century A.D.°

Based on Shri. C.V. Vaidya’s description, Punarvasu’s period was 2500 years
earlier to Jesus Christ. Hence Marica Kasyapa’s period can be settled as same or
otherwise, Atreya Punarvasu’s mother Anasiiya has linkage with Ramayana as it was
said she welcomed Rama and Stta in the forest. Hence there is a possibility that Kasyapa
might belong to Ramayana period, which was earlier to Mahabharata. According to
Mahabharata Galava, the son of Vi§vamitra had seen the hermitage of Marica Kasyapa
while approaching Divadasa, the King of Kasi. In Kasyapa Samhita views of Dhanvantari
are mentioned but Susruta and Divédasa are not mentioned. Therefore, it is possible to
conjecture that Kasyapa, the expounder of treatise Kasyapa Sambhita lived after
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Dhanvatari. Divodasa, the fourth descendant of Dhanvantari, is few generations before
than Susruta, i.e. probably 6™ or 5" century B.C. Dr. B.S. Mehta accepts the date of
Kasyapa as before 500 B.C. i.e. earlier to Buddha.’

Kasyapa Sarhita 5851

Two manuscripts of this work are known to the world. The manuscript, which
was discovered by Hara Prasad Shastri in Khatmandu, Nepal in 1898 consists of only 38
palm leaves and contains a very small portion of text. The second manuscript acquired
by Pandit Hemaraj Sharma, is incomplete and damaged but it is much more extensive.
The present editions of the Kasyapa Sarhhita are based on this manuscript. First edition
was published by Pandit Hemaraja Sharma in 1953 from Varanasi which was edited by
Shri. Yadavji Trikamji.

This ancient ayurvédic text deals mainly with the diseases of children and a
sage Marica Kasyapa is supposed to be its author.

Rucika’s son Jivaka condensed it, but the condensed version is lost. Afterwards
one of the descendent of Jivaka, Vatsya by name redacted it, some time during the Gupta
period, which got lost during the Kaji age, the Yaksa, Anayasa preserved it. Afterwards
learned Vatsya who was a Vrddha Jivaka’s lineage obtained this great treatise and redacted
it. This Kasyapa Sarhhita was composed in the form of dialogue between Kasyapa as
the teacher and Vrddha Jivaka as his pupil. It is also referred as

Vrddha Jivakiya Kaumarabhrtya (92&146)
Vrddha Jivakiya Tantra (227)

Vrddha Kasyapa Sarhhita (324)
Bhargaviya Sarmhita (331)

.

Kasyapa Samhita opines with a diagnosis of fever on page (leaf) 28 because
the first 27 leaves are missing. Kasyapa Samhita is written in a mixture of verse and
prose. Verse prevails over prose in general. The Vimana and sarira Sthana are as in the
Caraka Sarhita mainly in prose as some stray chapters such as the Révati Kalpa and
chapter fifteen of the Khilasthana the single extent chapter from the Iandriya Sthana is
in verse.
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According to references made in Kasyapa Sarhhita, Brahma had created the
ayurvéda for mankind earlier than he created life in nature. Caraka and Susruta considered
ayurvéda as part of Adharvavéda. But Kasyapa considers it as 5" VEéda. Because ayurvéda
depends on Védas just like thumb of right hand which is different and master among all
the five fingers. This text discusses about the development of the fetus, care of the
pregnant mother and diseases likely to afflict her evil influences, dentition, child anatomy,
diseases of sense organs, and other useful instructions on children’s diseases.

!
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(Courtesy: Kasyapa Samhita by Satyapala)

Kasyapa Sambhita is divided in to 8 Sthanas and total chapters are 120.
Khilasthanas got 25 chapters. This Sarmbhita is complete only when Khilasthana is
included in it. Specialty of Kasyapa Samhita is purely on Kaumarabhrtya, which includes,
Bala, $arira, Racana, Balaroga Nidana Cikitsa, Dhupa kalpa, Lasuna Kalpa etc. It
discusses about difference in Ausadha and Bhésaj and the word ‘Aristagara’ was used

for aturasala (hospital). Sixty-four post-natal conditions and Amlapitta with their treatment
were described.

The basic structure of the Kasyapa Sarmhita resembles that of the Caraka and
Bhela Samhita and also has 120 chapters. Title of the each chapter was given in the
beginning of that chapter. The order of the last two sections is prior to the Kasyapa
Samhita for the Kalpasthanaprecedes the Siddhisthanain both Caraka and Bhela Sarhhitas.
Khilasthana, the distinguishing feature of the Kasyapa Sarnhita from above two originally,
consisted of 80 chapters.
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Khilasthana is the largest section of mixed character. It contains chapter on the
aetiology, symptomatology and treatment or treatment only of particular diseases. Some
of which have already been dealt with in previous chapters on subjects with a more
general bearing are also found in it. This may be due to Vatsya, who added it as a
supplement to the Vrddha Jivaka Tantra after reviving the latter. This Khilasthana,
appendix that resembles the Uttarasthana of the Susrta Sarhhita was probably in its
entirety added by Vatsya. The author of the treatise or its redactor, Vatsya was well
acquainted with differences of opinion among medical authorities. On some occasions
Kasyapa’s own opinion always regarded as decisive, is clearly stated on one of these he
appears to reject a view expressed in the Caraka Samhhita.

An anonymous monograph on fevers called ‘Jvarasamuscaya’ contains
considerable number of verses, attributed to Kasyapa which form past of the Kasyapa
Sarnhita. The recipes of the pills against children’s diseases attributed to Kasyapa in the
Bowers Manuscript (II 1010-1040). The Kasyapa Samhita also quoted by Dharmadatta
in his work Tridosasanigraha. Kasyapa Sarhhita permits the study of Ayurvéda by
persons from all four Varna (castes). The same chapter contains its own version of the
divine origin of Ayurvéda and its descent to earth.

‘Phakkaroga’, a disease that was not described in any other treatises was
described here in Kasyapa Samhita. In this disease child cannot walk even if he attains
the age of one year. The varieties based on their etiological factors were mentioned, i.e.
Ksiraja (milk born), Garbhaja (congenital), Vyadhija (caused by other diseases).

Kasyapa Samhita mentions very clearly that dentition in children; milk teeth
appearing in a particular month will fallout in the year corresponding to that. R3jadanta
(royal tooth) is the name given to the central incisors and they are considered as holy
(chapter 20). Kasyapa advocates enema to a child if he is no longer breast-fed and has
become used to solid food. Kasyapa says, the milk is the very life for the child up to 12
months of age the child should be on milk diet. After one year cereals should be added to
milk. After that other food articles should be added gradually (9/12 — 18) (Health Sciences
in Ancient India, Pp. 136).

Mukhopadhyaya refers at one place that, $iva gives an account of diseases and
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their causes and cure. ‘Papa’ (sin) is the cause and therefore (as might be supposed) the
treatment is much mixed up with religious observances. The diseases are classified very
minutely. For example, 20 kinds of Kusta, 12 of Gulma etc. This was taken from Burnell’s
catalogue of Tanjore Manuscripts (P — 70 a).°®

Kasyapa Sarnhita is also referred in Professor Peterson’s “Detailed report of
operations taken place in search of Sanskrit manuscripts in the Bombay circle from
August 1882- March 1883 (3 Volumes)”. Kasyapa Sambhita referred as medical work in
catalogue of the Sanskrit manuscript in the Raghunatha Temple library of His Highness,
the Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir prepared by M. A. Stein, Bombay in 1894. It is a
valuable and accurate work on the subject.

Details of Jivaka, a specialist in Kaumarabhrtya, are available through Kasyapa
Sarhhita. This Kasyapa Sambhita carries all the information about children, which is not
covered in other ancient Ayurvédic texts e.g. Phakkaroga, eruption of teeth in children,
Svéda (sudation) in small children i.e. through “Hastasvéda” and its application. In
addition Vedanadhyaya, Laksanadyaya, Balagraha etc. The differential diagnosis of
pregnancy with Raktaja Gulma (tumors) (9/56-63) and Visamajvara with its Végas
(paroxysms) are also discussed.

According to Kasyapa Sarhhita treatment is of two types. 1.Ausadha 2. Bhésaja.
Ausada is the prepared medicine and cures diseases where as treatment through Homa,
Vrata, Mantra and santi etc., is known as Bhésaja. If both the types of treatments do
not cure the disease of a person, he will die. One who knows the proper application of
these two is the real ‘Pranacarya’ (who protects, or gives life) or a true physician.
There is evidence that females were also allowed to study Ayurvéda. The subject of
Ksirotpatti (secretion of milk) was discussed in the Satra Sthana.'°

The Works Attributed to Kasyapa

1. KasSyapa Tantra (OLM: 1555): This work is quoted in Nivanda Sangraha
(VI. XXVII). But there is no manuscript of the book known to scholars — by
Laksmana Kavi.

2.  Kas$yapa Samhita (OLM A129 TSM 11045)
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Ayurvéda — [OIB: 13474(b)]

Kasyapiya Roganidana: (GOML: 1311): Incomplete. Gives the varieties and
the distinguishing characteristics of different maladies, the methods of
diagnosing them and also the remedial medicines. The work is attributed to
Kasyapa.

Vataprakrti laksana (01B 1347 4c): (On this Hindi commentary, ‘Vidyotini’
on Kasyapa Sarhhita by Satyapala on Kasyapa Samhita is available).

A work ascribed to Kasyapa and called so was noted in AC Burnell catalogue

of Tanjore manuscripts (No: XLI, 1880) and was mentioned as a medical
work.

Salient Features of Kasyapa Samhita

Expounder of this text was Marica Kasyapa.

Son of Rucika. Vrddha Jivaka was the compiler of this Samhita.

Latter on successor of Vrddha Jivaka, Vatsya had redacted this.

It is composed in the form of dialogue between Kasyapa and Vrddha Jivaka.
Its language is simple and in general Sanskrit.

It mentions about number of regions like, Magadha, Kausala, Matsya,
Sindhu, Sauvira etc., and number of races.

It also mentions that, people from Kasi, Anga, Konkan, Kavanga regions
should be given drugs & diet of Tiksana (sharpness) Guna (property).

It also carries the description of Matangi Vidya of Buddhistic literature.
Nidana Sthana is missing in this text.

It is mentioned that Indra had taught Ayurvéda to Kasyapa, Vasista, Atri
and Bhrgu.

It enumerates the bodily bones as 363. Same figure is quoted in Bhela Sarhhita.

While describing rtus two new words Utsarpini and Avasarpini are given.
Such words are found in Jain Literature.
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. Dhiipa yogas (Dhipa kalpa) — Fumigate dravyas / formulations are more in
Kasyapa Samhita. Eg. Kaumara dhapa, Maheswara, Raksoghna etc.,

. Lasunakalpa was described in detail.

. For ‘Phakkaroga’ (which was described for the first time in a Ayurvédic
text—139-142), Kalyanaka Ghrta, Satphala Ghrta & Brahmi Ghrta was
advised as treatment.

. Diseases of pregnant woman, puerperal disorders (95-97) disorders caused
by Balagrahas (98-105), disorders in wet nurses (142-146) are well described
init.

. Application of enema in children was described — Siddhisthana. (146-149).

. Trilaksana chapter (149-152) on the right and wrong ways of administration
of Paficakarma (five purifying methods) etc was included in it.

Conclusion

Mabharsi Kasyapa was an eminent physician of 6™ or 5" century B.C. and
specialized in Kaumarabhrty (pediatrics). Many formulae, which are still used in children’s
diseases, are ascribed to him. He authored Kasyapa Sarmhita, which is mainly on children’s
diseases and their management. For the first time he described the disease Phakkaroga,
Svéda Karma with Hasta (hand) in children, use of garlic etc., This Kasyapa was
complied by, Vrddha Jivaka and redacted by Vatsya. The present editions are based on
the manuscript acquired by Pandit Hemraj Sharma.
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